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THAT’S A FACT
FOR SHORE 

Protecting our County’s beautiful lakes takes  
all of us. Be sure you know the full facts and
discover the difference you can make.

Visit www.beshore.ca to learn more

Fish caught in a 
lake with a recent 
toxic algae bloom 
are not safe to eat.

Protecting our County’s beautiful lakes takes  
all of us. Be sure you know the full facts and
discover the difference you can make.

Visit www.beshore.ca to learn more

dedicated to all types of fl ooring and carpet available by 10 different suppliers 
which gives you an amazing selection to choose from all at great pricing!

VISIT OUR 1000 SQ FT SHOWROOM

Over 40 years of flooring & carpet Over 40 years of flooring & carpet 
experience in Haliburton Countyexperience in Haliburton County

FLOORING

We carry a wide 
variety of fl ooring and 
carpet in stock located 

in our 1500 sq ft 
warehousing location

Through lockdown we are still here for you and 
offer many alternative shopping methods including 
free shop at home, curbside pickup and deliverys.

WE OFFER WE OFFER 
FREE SHOP FREE SHOP 

AT HOME AT HOME 
SERVICESERVICE

705-286-3167 • 94 Bobcaygeon Rd • DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

Think RiverviewThink Riverview
EX

PERIENCED

ON STAFF 
INSTALLERS WITH 

GUARANTEED 
WORKMANSHIP

Be Sure To Follow Us Online!

Since its 
launch 
in 2019, 
Respite Now 
has been 
connecting 
local families 
with workers 
who offer a 
wide-array of 
services, from 
providing at-
home care 
to offering 
a wealth of 
community 
supports. /
SUBMITTED 
PHOTO

New respite service ‘plugging the gap’ in Haliburton County

While many families have been strug-
gling since the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic more than a year ago, those 
who relied on community supports and 
services to care for vulnerable individuals 
have been particularly impacted and, in 
some cases, completely left behind.

Tanya Yakeley has spent the past 13 
months working hard to plug that gap. 

Last March, on the back of an exten-
sive 21-year career working for Commu-
nity Living to care for individuals with a 
wide-range of cognitive and developmen-
tal disabilities, Yakeley took on the role of 
coordinator with Respite Now – an organ-
ization that matches families in need with 
“caring and compassionate” local work-
ers. 

“Respite care is, essentially, relief for a 
caregiver, but it really has come to mean 
so many other things here in our area, 
especially with COVID-19 [happening],”  
Yakeley said in explaining the services 
her organization provides. “With the 
[provincial government] shutting down a 
lot of community resources, respite work-
ers have kind of become the ‘everything’ 
to the people, and the families that need a 
certain level of support.”

If that sounds like an exaggeration, it 
isn’t, Yakeley stated. As well as providing 
in-home care – helping individuals with 
simple tasks such as laundry and cooking 
meals – Yakeley says many of the workers 
have taken it upon themselves to provide 
supports in other areas too.

“We have quite a few workers that are 
starting to do some support around vir-

tual learning… We have individuals that 
are needing suicide watch types of sup-
port, and lots of other mental health sup-
ports,” Yakeley said. “Along with that, 
we’ve been picking up all of the commu-
nity supports too – taking people out for 
a hike, or teaching them how the bus sys-
tem works in their community, or helping 
with grocery shopping. Basically, a lot of 
the things that other agencies would help 
with, the respite workers are kind of fill-
ing in the gaps.”

She added, “We’ve actually been really 
fortunate that there are workers out there 
that are able to meet these needs, because 
there’s a lot of families right now who are 
in crisis.”

While Respite Now officially launched 
in 2019, Yakeley said things didn’t really 

start kicking into gear until spring 2020. 
Since that time, she has taken on more 
than 250 families from Haliburton 
County, Kawartha Lakes, Peterborough 
and Northumberland County. There has 
been substantial growth on the worker 
side too, with 75 active workers across the 
region and another 120 awaiting accredi-
tation. 

The organization is in the midst of yet 
another hiring campaign, as they try to 
bring more individuals on board to meet 
the demands of the community. 

The community reach is spreading too, 
Yakeley said, with the initiative quickly 
outgrowing the Haliburton, Peterborough 
and Kawartha Lakes areas. 

“Our service radius is growing quite 
dramatically,” Yakeley noted. “We pro-

vide services as far away as Belleville 
now, and then in the opposite direction 
we have clients in Durham north and Mis-
sissauga. We’re growing in terms of com-
munities, but we’re also growing in terms 
of service. We have the capacity now to 
support anyone and everyone of all ages. 
Seniors services are taking notice of us, 
and we’re helping to provide supports 
for families in their home so that seniors 
can stay living in their home. We’ve really 
evolved from just being a support for peo-
ple with developmental disabilities to 
encompassing all ages and abilities.”

The Respite Now app, available on all 
Apple and Android devices, is free. All 
of the services and supports Yakeley her-
self provides are also free. The only cost to 
families is whatever agreement they strike 
up with the workers they are matched up 
with. Operating as independent contrac-
tors, workers will negotiate with families 
on a cost for service. 

That flexibility has been a major plus 
point for many clients thus far, Yakeley 
said. Because of the number of workers 
available locally, families have been able 
to mix and match to find the best fit for 
the service they need. 

“Families, for years, have been seek-
ing a service like this. Traditionally, for 
these types of supports, they’re having to 
do endless amounts of paperwork to get 
onto a three to five year waitlist,” Yake-
ley said. “That’s one of the first things 
families will ask me – what is the wait-
list time, and how much will this cost? In 
most situations I can usually find families 
a match for the supports they need within 
24 hours, and the cost is discussed rather 
than being dictated.”

For more information, visit www.res-
pite-now.com. 
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